The Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic,
state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews
by the German Nazi regime and its collaborators. From
1939-1945, around two thirds of Europe's Jews were
murdered in the Nazi genocide. Roma, Sinti, male
homosexuals and others were also victims. A singular
tragedy, what makes it so significant to understand today?

¢ A turning point in the history of humankind: the Holocaust
demonstrates that even a modern, technologically
advanced society can fall victim to discrimination and
hatred — with catastrophic results. Today, the Holocaust is
frequently used as a basis of comparison for modern
events, large and small. An informed understanding of the
Holocaust enables us to appreciate the validity of making
such comparisons and provides historical context. The
preordained, methodical nature of the Holocaust gives rise
to the idea that there is a “slippery slope” where hatred is
used as a political tool of persuasion or coercion, and
serves as a historical reminder that vigilantly pursuing
policies of tolerance is required.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

* Inform yourself
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* Consider the perspective of those from other
backgrounds — can you relate to them?

Pay attention to societal problems
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WHY IS IT SIGNIFICANT TODRY ¢

“It happened, therefore it
can happen again. This is
the core of what we have
to say.”

— Primo Levi
Holocaust Survivor and Author

*

lllustrates the destructive power of racism: Hitler's ideclogy
of race-based hatred resulted in the deaths of millions and
the destruction of communities and cultures.

Demonstrates the need to combat indifference towards the
suffering of others: the Holocaust was a premeditated
event which occurred because of choices at every level:
individuals, organizations and governments actively
pursued discriminatory policies — it was not an caccident.,
We can prevent such fragedies if we act fo oppose them.

Highlights the importance of embracing diversity: the
Holocaust is an example of the consequences of failing to
cultivate empathy and understanding of other groups, @
failure which ultimately tore apart the social fabric of
countless communities. As people of different backgrounds
coexist in increasing numbers, this is especially important.

A defining historic memory: The affermath of the Holocaust
led to the modern-day conception of universal human
rights and redefined how we describe state-level crimes
motivated by halred.
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in Hong Kong

Did you know? Chinese Diplomat
Ho Feng-Shan saved the lives of
over 3,000 Jewish refugees by
issuing visas to leave Austria.

Learn about others before judging
* Act against bullying
Find out about your family’s history and ancestry

Hong Kong
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Entrance to Auschwitz death comp.
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